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Tennis has played an important role within the Bendigo Community for a long time

and not being able to play as normal is hard. We are thankful to be able to play in a

limited capacity at this current time, but very much looking forward to social and

competitive tennis hopefully returning in the not too distant future. The most

important thing right now however, is to stay safe and support each other through this

challenging time.

I have been involved in tennis for over 30 years, and can confidently say that it is the

people around me; the clubs and communities that I have been a part of, that have

helped shape my tennis journey. This is from beginning in my junior playing days in the

small country town of Robinvale, to playing high level Melbourne Winter Pennant with

MCC, Veneto and Essendon Tennis Clubs. 

Having also been a long playing member of the Bendigo Tennis community, it is

evident that clubs and communities are such an integral part of our tennis landscape,

offering rewarding opportunities and experiences for all involved.

Just as clubs offer the framework, it is the support of families that makes tennis

possible for youngsters. Whether it’s a fun hit with the family, signing the kids up for

coaching, getting them to weekly competition, cheering them on at tournaments…

Tennis wouldn’t be possibly without family support. 

I personally, fully appreciate the efforts and support of my parents, during my

junior development days. They drove my two brothers and I all over the country! 

I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to represent Victoria, train with state and regional

squads and participate in competitions and tournaments far and wide, without their

support.

I’m excited to be able to present not only my own children with similar experiences,

but fortunate enough to offer support to large numbers of students and families in a

coaching capacity across multiple clubs in the Bendigo region. It’s rewarding to

be a part of a larger tennis movement, heading in a positive direction…

Fingers crossed we are all back playing tennis soon!
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All previous membership arrangements at the BTC and the BLTC will be discontinued;

New membership fee structure will be implemented at the BTC (including the BLTC for season 2020/21 only)        

Family - $200 (down from $280)

Adult - $100 (down from $140)

Junior (under 15 yrs) – $70 (no change)       

Concession/Student (15-23 yrs) - $80 (no change)

Veteran (over 70 yrs) - $70 (no change)

The new BTC and BLTC membership will provide members:

Complementary daytime court hire at the BTC (subject to availability)

Complementary daytime court hire at the BLTC (subject to availability)

25% discount off BTC function room facilities

 Court hire fees for BTC and BLTC non-members will be as follows: 

Court hire (1 hour) - $20

Lights (1 hour) - $10 uplift ($30 per hour total)

All fees including membership, competition, social play and court hire fees will be displayed within the BTC facility and on the

BTA website;

Complementary court hire at the BTC will be exclusively for BTC members – there is no free tennis. 

All court hire bookings will be administered through the online ‘Book a Court’ system accessible from the BTA website;

Where a person is a current financial member of a BTA affiliated club (proof required) and also wishes to be a member of the

BTC/BLTC, they will receive a 50% reduction of the scheduled fee on the equivalent category of membership (e.g. a family

membership with an affiliated club will allow a BTC/BLTC family membership to be purchased for $100);

BTC/BLTC membership in isolation does not permit a member to play in a BTA club pennant competitions.

It is a requirement of these competitions that players are a member of a club affiliated with the BTA;

BTC/BLTC membership does permit a member to play in BTA social competitions (Mid-week Ladies, Mid-week night and

Veterans Competitions)

BTA affiliated club members are also permitted to play in BTA social competitions.

The new Bendigo Tennis Association (BTA) Board of Management has undertaken a review of the current fees and membership

arrangements in place for BTA competitions and social tennis for the coming year at the Bendigo Tennis Centre, Nolan Street

(BTC) and Barnard Street Lawn Centre (BLTC). The Board has also acknowledged and considered the impacts of the current

COVID19 pandemic in this review.

The review was undertaken following feedback around the confusion created by previous fee structures, the need to comply with

documented competition rules, good governance and a desire to reengage with our district tennis clubs as well as

the broader tennis community.

The BTA is an association of local clubs, and as such its strength lies in maintaining strong relationships with affiliated clubs, both

existing and new, tennis support agencies and relevant funding bodies including local government. 

The review considered a number of regional and metropolitan facilities with varied arrangements, though the Board was aware of

the challenges presented post COVID19 and as such have adopted a simplified arrangement to better support both our affiliated

clubs and the broader tennis community.

From 1st of October 2020, the start of the 2020/21 membership year, the following will apply:

Note: A BTC/BLTC member may play with a non-member guest for a scheduled guest fee of $5 per guest per hour

Note: Court access at night requiring the use of lights will attract a fee of $10 per hour for all users (members and non-

members)

The BTA hopes these changes provide all members, players and the broader tennis community clarity and understanding moving

into the upcoming 2020/21 membership year.

BTA
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MEMBERSHIP TO BE LOWERED FOR UPCOMING SEASON
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All competitions and social play will be suspended until further notice;  

Reduce court capacity at the Fosterville Gold Tennis Centre to a total of five courts in line with Tennis Victoria guidelines for

regional Victoria;

Restrict all court hire to singles only, with doubles only allowed within the same household;    

Restrict all coaching lessons to a maximum of 2 participants

The Clubhouse and restrooms will close until further notice

The Healthy Serve Café will return to a takeaway format and operate Monday-Friday between the hours of 8.00am -1.00pm  

The Fosterville Gold Function Centre will closed until further notice

The Bendigo Tennis Association wishes to advise our valued members, affiliated clubs, players and the broader tennis community

an update on the Bendigo Tennis Association (BTA) during the upcoming return to stage 3 restrictions.

 

As of Thursday, 6th August the BTA will operate the Fosterville Gold Tennis Centre in a substantially reduced format to play its role

in minimising the risk and spread of COVID19. The Association will make the following changes:

 

 

The BTA believe physical and mental wellbeing will play an important part in helping the community through this difficult

time and entrust all members, players and the community to follow the guidelines and adhere to the rules.

More information relating to guidelines can be found at the Tennis Victoria website.

 

During this time we will continue planning for the scheduled 2020/21 Summer season beginning 2nd October 2020.

 

We would like to thank all our members, players and the broader tennis community for their support over the last 4 months and

the beginning of the 2020 winter season. While it did not last is was great seeing familiar faces around the facility again. 

 

Finally, stay safe, stay home, look after yourself and your family and we look forward to welcoming everyone back in the not to

distant future.

The Bendigo Tennis Association is seeking feedback from players, members and

the tennis community in the lead up to the 2020/21 summer of tennis.

For season 2020/21 the BTA has developed a competitions committee to review

and advise on competition format and operations.

The committee is seeking feedback in order to make informed decisions for the

future of tennis in Bendigo.This survey will take approximately five minutes to

complete. 

We encourage all individuals with an interest in tennis to go to the BTA website

and fill out the survey and help shape the 2020/21 season and beyond.

Night Competitions at the Fosterville Gold Tennis Centre, while short lived proved to be extremely popular with many new and

regular faces. While all understood that the season may be altered, adjusted or suspended, all players showed fantastic

enthusiasm and passion to get back on the court. 

Moving competitions to two nights instead of four also proved a popular option with all courts full, providing a fantastic

atmosphere to play. It was also extremely exciting to see many new faces on the court and we hope to be in a position where we

can welcome back all players in the not too distant future with a return to summer competitions.

 

Keep your eyes posted with information regarding all summer competitions coming out very soon!

STAGE 3 RESTRICTIONS RETURN ACROSS REGIONAL VIC

2020/21 BTA SUMMER COMPETITIONS SURVEY

GROWTH IN WINTER COMPETITIONS BEFORE SHUTDOWN
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From Thursday 6 August, Stage Three restrictions will force the suspension of most of forms of tennis which run at Spring Gully:

coaching, club ‘socials’, social tennis groups, and private court hire involving doubles play (see the exception below) will all cease.

The one form of tennis which is still allowable, as a form of exercise, is private court hire involving ‘singles’ play, that is, two people

only per court. The only exception to this is where members of a household (whether related or not) hire a court.

There is a maximum attendance at the tennis facility of ten people only. If private court hire involves three/four members of a

household please advise the secretary in advance, so that one of the other courts may be closed to satisfy the ten person ceiling.

The clubhouse will again be closed, but we will keep the externally accessible toilet open during playing times, and have that

regularly cleaned and sanitised. As tennis is being permitted as exercise, it is no longer permissible to linger around the courts

before/after play or have someone sitting off court. When you turn up you must approach the courts wearing a mask but are not

required to wear this during play if you find it too restrictive. 

The practices of social distancing and sanitising hands when entering and exiting the court are already familiar to us all. Court

booking needs to be organised via Book A Court to enable contact tracing. If some members who wish to use the system are not

already registered (via the link in the email sent out to members in March) please ask the secretary for a new ‘invitation’ (the link in

the March email would have long since expired). Email: secretary@springgullytc.org.au

Given the current situation, we are delaying our Annual General Meeting until September. In line with this, we will be extending

the 2019-20 membership year for another month, until 30 September 2020. 

We hope that members who organise their own court bookings to play singles are able to get on court as much as they want over

the next month or so, and that the club can return to its full range of tennis activities sooner rather later.

SPRING GULLY UPDATE
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